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In Peter Doherty’s typewriter works, 
language transforms into image, rhythm 
into form, and the act of writing becomes 
a visual ritual.

Each typed page, created on one of his 
old, much-travelled machines, is both a 
document of consciousness and a physical 
trace of lived time. The paper bears the 
marks of place and moment – aged 
surfaces, foreign letterheads, burn marks, 
hotel stationery, scraps and notes – all 
merging with the text into a polyphonic 
composition.

The words themselves, often spontaneous 
and immediate, appear less as literary 

constructions than as emanations of presence – fragments of thought pressed into 
paper. The typewriter becomes a seismograph of experience, translating inner 
tremors, memories, and observations into visible form. Small drawings, pencil 
notes, stains, and marginalia extend the linguistic into the visual, fusing writing 
and drawing into a single field of expression.

Thus Doherty’s typescripts transcend the boundary between poetry and artifact. 
They are not merely to be read, but to be seen – as traces of a restless mind 
exploring the world through text, rhythm, and material lyricism.

The Peter Doherty Cabinet brings together these works with artefacts and the 
Gramowriter – a hybrid instrument merging sound, machine, and gesture – to 
create an immersive space where language, music, and memory intertwine.

Here, the typewriter is no longer a tool but an accomplice: witness to a life that 
endlessly translates between art and existence.
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